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She’s doing

7 marathons on
| 7 continents
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to raise money |

for charity

v LA, Justice
UTSY pgrandma
Linda GQuirk has
been on a mis-
sion — to run
SEVEN IMArs-
hons on seven conti-
ents in lezs than a year.
S0 far, she's completed all
of them except the one in
hone-chilling Antarctics.
“My goal has been to rajse £1

| on for Caron Treatment Cen- .

arg," Linda tells The EXAMINER.

It's an amazing organization that

helped my stepdaughter recover
from a chemical dependency. It's
= an incredible journey filled
Frith an overwhelming amount of
EUpport.
Linda, 55, a three-time grandme,
ran her first marathon 23 years
ago, marking the beginning of a
remarkable lifelong passion that's
raised thousands of dollars for her
favorite charity After completing
he Ironman in KEona, Hawall, and
ging $50,000, she had the bril-
ant idea of raising $#1 milion by
ming marathons around the
ol
“I just wanted to see how far T
could push myself,” says Linda, the
nother of three from Jacksonville,
Fla. To date Linda has commpleted
six of seven global races, Including
e Boston Marathon of 2008,
“The marathon along the Great
Yall of China was very difficult be-
ause of the 3700 uneven steps”
she says. "Easter Island didn't
Bve many mnners, so I was alone
most of the way and I thought, this

fhr!can
push,
m ysey’
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is what it must feel ke to battle a
dependency on your own. But I
placed first.

“In Kenyvea, the Safaricom Mara-
thon was exhausting under the
blazing African sun, but I won my
age group, and Reykjavik in Ice-
land was just plain cold.”

In Australia’s Samsung Mel-
bourne Marathon, an old heel inju-
v flared up, but the gritty granny
still managed to place in her age
oL,

This winter shell be training
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b Linda Quirk has completed

sin of set
o

treleszly in Montana's ey condi-
tions to prepare for her harshest
and most remote marathon of all
— Antarctica — hoping to raise
avareness that treatment for
difig and altohal dependencies
not onby exdsts, It works.

Arnd Linda &+ven has her oem Web
gite, wewawrRUNTONT.com, where
people can keep up with the latest
news about her amazing and big-
hearted adventure,

She boosts the ocoffers of the
Claron's addietion treatment sehol-
arship, which helps poor families

global races

gel treatment, by inviting visitors
to the site to donate generously.

*I have the total support of my
husband Randy, my sons, iy step
daughter and my grandikids,” says
Linda. “T know I can do this, Ifyo
see it, you can do it If you believe
it, it will happen, Dream hig!™
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